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A  Call  to  Prayer. 

IRemember  in  Dails  prater,  also  in  tbe 
Sanctuary  ant>  pra£er=meeting,tbe  Bmerte 
can  ;*Boarfc  of  Commissioners  for  fforetgn 
/HMsslons,  wbose  fields  are  locateD  in 
twenty  important  centers  of  influence 
among  tbe  unex>angeli3efc. 

Special  Requests. 

1.  Pray  that  the  missionaries,  526  in  number,  may 

be  blessed  in  their  prayerful,  self-sacrificing, 
and  persevering  efforts  to  tell  of  Christ. 

2.  Pray  for  the  native  helpers,  3,400  in  number, 

that  they  may  be  kept  in  steadfast  faith  as 
they  minister  in  the  gospel  to  their  own 
people. 

3.  Pray  for  the  churches  and  schools   that   they 

may  realize  their  great  importance  as  light' 
bearers  in  a  dense  darkness. 

4.  Pray  for  the  officers  and  Prudential  Committee 

of  the  Board  that  they  may  be  specially 
guided  in  the  conduct  of  the  work  by  the 
Spirit  of  God. 

5.  Pray  that  the  influence  of  this  work  may  be 

felt  in  all  the  home  churches,  leading  every 
one  to  make  larger  efforts  to  adequately 
support  the  cause. 

6.  Pray  that  God  will    now  pour  out  His   Spirit 

upon  all  flesh,  that  all  the  ends  of  the  earth 
may  see  the  salvation  of  our  God. 

"  Not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit, 
saith  the  Lord." 

When  ye  pray  say  :  "  Thy  Kingdom  come." 


INTRODUCTION. 

In  this  number  of  the  Envelope  Series  we 
are  glad  to  introduce  the  reader  to  a  large 
and  varied  amount  of  information  concern- 
ing the  field,  force,  and  work  of  the  Ameri- 
can Board.  It  is  the  purpose  to  make  a 
statement  which  will  contain  facts  such  as 
will  be  useful  during  the  year  for  reference. 


THE  AMERICAN  BOARD. 

J90(M90t. 

The  original  members  of  the  American 
Board,  nine  in  number,  —  five  from  Massa- 
chusetts and  four  from  Connecticut, — were 
appointed  by  the  General  Association  of 
Massachusetts  in  June,  1810.  The  Board 
was  formally  organized,  with  the  election  of 
officers,  in  Farmington,  Conn.,  the  following 
September,  and  was  incorporated  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  June,  1812. 
As  now  constituted,  it  consists  of  350  cor- 
porate members,  fairly  distributed  through- 
out the  whole  country,  and  found  in  nearly 
every  State  where  Congregationalism  has  foot- 
hold.    Honorary  membership  of  the  Board 


is  secured  by  the  payment  of  $100  for  lay- 
men, and  $50  for  clergymen. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

The  executive  business  of  the  Board  is 
transacted  by  a  Prudential  Committee  of 
twelve  persons,  of  whom  at  the  present  time 
six  are  clergymen  and  six  laymen,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  being  members  ex 
officiis,  three  Corresponding  Secretaries,  one 
Editorial  Secretary,  and  Treasurer.  The 
Prudential  Committee  meets  every  Tuesday, 
with  occasional  special  meetings.  The  docket 
of  business  for  the  Prudential  Committee  is 
arranged  by  the  executive  officers,  who  also 
sit  in  conference  with  the  committee,  but  do 
not  vote.  The  names  of  the  Prudential 
Committee  are  as  follows  :  — 

CLERGYMEN. 

Henry  Hopkins,  D.D.,  Vice-President  ex  officio. 

Albert  H.  Plumb,  D.D.,  Chairman. 

Rev.  William  W.  Jordan. 

Elijah  Horr,  D.D. 

William  H.  Davis,  D.D. 

Edward  C.  Moore,  D.D. 

Francis  E.  Clark,  D.D. 

LAYMEN. 

Samuel  B.  Capen,  LL.D.,  President  ex  officio. 

Hon.  William  V.  Ellison. 

G.  Henry  Whitcomb,  Esq. 

Hon.  J.  M.  W.  Hall. 

Charles  A.  Hopkins,  Esq. 

Hon.  Samuel  C.  Darling. 

Edward  Whitin,  Esq. 


The  duties  of  correspondence  are  divided 
among  the  three  secretaries.  Rev.  Judson 
Smith,  d.d.,  and  Rev.  James  L.  Barton,  d.d., 
are  designated  foreign  secretaries,  and  have 
the  immediate  charge  and  correspondence 
with  the  twenty  missions  of  the  Board.  Rev. 
Charles  H.  Daniels,  d.d.,  has  in  charge  the 
home  correspondence  in  connection  with  the 
churches  and  the  securing  of  money  and 
missionaries.  The  preparation  of  the  various 
publications  of  the  Board  devolves  upon 
Rev.  E.  E.  Strong,  d.d.,  Editorial  Secretary, 
and  the  exacting  duties  of  the  treasury  fall 
to  Frank  H.  Wiggin,  Esq. 

There  are  two  district  offices,  —  one  in 
New  York,  under  the  care  of  Rev.  Charles  C. 
Creegan,  d.d.,  and  one  in  Chicago,  under 
the  care  of  Rev.  A.  N.  Hitchcock,  ph.d. 
There  is  also  a  General  Agent  on  the  Pacific 
Coast,  —  Rev.  Walter  Frear,  San  Francisco. 
Mr.  Charles  E.  Swett  is  the  Publishing  and 
Purchasing  Agent,  with  office  at  Boston. 


THE  MISSION  FIELDS. 

The  operations  of  the  American  Board  are 
carried  on  in  twenty  different  missions.  The 
statistics  of  this  work  are  extremely  interest- 
ing as  illustrating  the  breadth  and  variety  of 
the  foreign  missionary  enterprise.  Our  mis- 
sions, arranged  according  to  countries,  are 
as  follows  :  — 


I.  INDIA    AND    CEYLON  — THREE    MISSIONS. 

(i)  Marathi,  in  Western  India,  1813.  Mis- 
sionaries and  assistant  missionaries,  38;  native  help- 
ersj  397'  churches,  46;  church  members,  3,935; 
pupils  under  instruction,  5,732. 

(2)  Madura,  in  Southern  India,  1834.  Mis- 
sionaries and  assistant  missionaries,  34;  native  help- 
ers, 600;  churches,  36;  church  members,  4,885; 
pupils,  7,682. 

(3)  Ceylon,  1816.  Missionaries  and  assistant 
missionaries,  12;  native  helpers,*  428;  churches,  18; 
church  members,  2,008;  pupils  under  instruction, 
10,572. 

2.  CHINA  — FOUR   MISSIONS. 

The  statistics  of  these  four  missions,  covering  the 
year  1899,  were  received  in  June,  1900,  at  just  the 
time  of  the  great  Boxer  uprising,  in  which  so  many 
missionaries  and  native  converts  were  slain.  The 
figures  which  follow,  with  the  exception  of  the  foreign 
missionaries,  give  the  report. of  the  missions  as  they 
were  in  May,  1900. 

(1)  Foochow,  in  Southeastern  China,  1847. 
Missionaries  and  assistant  missionaries,  32;  native 
helpers,  212;  churches,  65;  church  members,  2,580; 
pupils,  2,029. 

(2)  North  China,  1854.  Missionaries  and  assist- 
ant missionaries,  54;  native  helpers,  130;  churches, 
II;    church  members,  2,501 ;   pupils,  936. 

(3)  Shansi,  in  Northwestern  China,  1882. 
Missionaries  and  assistant  missionaries,  4;  native  help- 
ers, 18;    churches,  2;   members,  117;   pupils,  86. 

(4)  South  China,  1883.  Five  missionaries  and 
assistant  missionaries,  who  are  also  engaged  in  look- 
ing after  the  Chinese  returning  from  the  United  States 
to  China;  native  helpers,  45;  churches,  4;  church 
members,  819;   pupils,  421. 

*  Including  teachers  in  common  schools. 
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3.  AFRICA  — THREE   MISSIONS. 

(i)  Zulu,  in  South  Africa,  1835.  Missionaries 
and  assistant  missionaries,  32;  native  helpers,  397; 
churches,  23;    church  members,  3,256;    pupils,  2,921. 

(2)  West  Central  Africa,  1880.  Missionaries 
and  assistant  missionaries,  23;  native  helpers,  30; 
churches,  3;   church  members,  108;   pupils,  730. 

(3)  East  Central  Africa,  '  1883.  Missionaries 
and  assistant  missionaries,  9;  native  helpers,  4; 
churches,  i;   members,  34;  pupils,  159. 

4.  TURKEY  — FOUR   MISSIONS. 

(1)  Western  Turkey,  1819.  Missionaries  and 
assistant  missionaries,  70;  native  helpers,  31 1; 
churches,  31;  church  members,  3,557;  pupils  under 
instruction,  6,369. 

(2)  Eastern  Turkey,  1836.  Missionaries  and 
assistant  missionaries,  36;  native  helpers,  266; 
churches,  49;   church  members,  2,547;   pupils,  8,035. 

(3)  Central  Turkey,  1847.  Missionaries  and 
assistant  missionaries,  31;  native  helpers,  267; 
churches,  32;    church  members,  6,005;   pupils,  7,506. 

(4)  European  Turkey,  1858.  Missionaries  and 
assistant  missionaries,  25 ;  native  helpers,  85 ;  churches, 
15;    church  members,  1,270;   pupils,  635. 

5.     PAPAL    LANDS  — THREE   MISSIONS. 

(1)  Spain,  1872.  Missionaries  and  assistant  mis- 
sionaries, 6;  native  helpers,  20;  churches,  8;  church 
members,  340;   pupils  in  schools,  628. 

(2)  Mexico,  1872.  Missionaries  and  assistant 
missionaries,  16;  native  helpers,  21;  churches,  18; 
church  members,  1,034;   pupils,  336. 

(3)  Austria,  1872.  Missionaries  and  assistant 
missionaries,  4;  native  helpers,  16;  churches,  13; 
church  members,  1,085. 
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6.  JAPAN. 

1869.  Missionaries  and  assistant  missionaries,  64; 
native  helpers,  89;  churches,  72;  church  members, 
10,214;   pupils,  678. 

7.  PACIFIC   ISLANDS-TWO   MISSIONS. 

(1)  Hawaiian  Islands,  1819.  The  main  care  of 
this  mission  was  surrendered  several  years  ago  to  the 
native  churches.  The  American  Board,  however, 
still  supports  a  vigorous  educational  institute,  under 
the  care  of  Rev.  John  Leadingham,  and  gives  grants- 
in-aid  to  other  evangelistic  and  educational  work,  in- 
cluding labors  among  the  resident  Chinese  and 
Japanese. 

(2)  Micronesia,  1852.  Missionaries  and  assist- 
ant missionaries,  26;  native  helpers,  136;  churches, 
48;   church  members,  5,404;    pupils,  4,205. 

THE  WORKERS. 

The  present  force  of  the  American  Board 
consists  of  160  ordained  missionaries,  of 
whom  16  are  also  physicians,  17  physicians 
and  other  men  not  ordained,  and  349  wives 
and  unmarried  women,  n  of  them  physi- 
cians, making  a  total  of  526.  The  native 
helpers  form  an  important  part  of  our  force, 
being  over  six  times  the  number  of  our 
missionaries,  the  total  being  3,472,  of  whom 
807  are  pastors  and  preachers. 

THE  CHURCHES. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  great  en- 
couragement in  the  495  churches  of  the 
American  Board,   in  that  4,523   have   been 


received  upon  confession  of  faith,  a  number 
exceptionally  large  in  the  history  of  the 
Board,  and  indicating  a  year  of  gracious 
awakening  under  the  Spirit  of  God  in  most 
of  the  missions.  The  total  enrollment  of 
members  in  the  churches  is  51,699,  with  a 
further  constituency  of  over  147,000  Chris- 
tian adherents,  worshiping  statedly  in  1,641 
preaching  places  scattered  at  important  cen- 
ters throughout  the  missions.  The  churches 
of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  are  not  here  included. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  SCHOOLS. 

A  very  important  part  of  our  missionary 
work,  interwoven  in  the  fiber  and  life  of 
evangelistic  work,  is  the  ministry  of  the  gospel 
through  Christian  schools,  which  may  be  clas- 
sified as  follows  :  — 

First.  Theological  seminaries,  colleges, 
and  high  schools,  in  in  number,  giving 
instruction  to  3,800  young  men  and  4,039 
young  women.  Many  of  the  young  men  are 
fitting  for  the  Christian  ministry,  and  still 
more,  for  usefulness  as  Christian  fathers  and 
citizens.  In  the  boarding  and  high  schools 
for  girls,  most  of  the  pupils  are  being  trained 
as  teachers,  Bible  readers,  and  to  become 
Christian  wives  and  mothers,  thus  guarantee- 
ing many  Christian  homes  for  the  next  gen- 
eration. 

Second.  Common  schools,  1,153  m  num- 
ber, enrolling  43,096  pupils,  making,  with  the 


schools  of  higher  grade  and  others  under 
instruction,  a  grand  total  of  59,671  young 
people  under  Christian  training.  These  young 
people,  distributed  through  the  several  mis- 
sions, will  be  the  future  exponents  and  defen- 
ders of  the  faith  in  these  great  countries, 
where  the  foundations  are  being  laid  with 
care.  These  figures  do  not  include  the  pupils 
in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

OTHER  AGENCIES. 
The  medical  work,  invaluable  in  its  direct 
and  indirect  influence,  and  constantly  enlarg- 
ing, reaches  more  than  200,000,  while  a 
steadily  increasing  volume  of  Christian  liter- 
ature broadens  the  sphere  of  influence  and 
enhances  the  power  of  the  gospel. 

ADVANCE  WORK. 

The  donations  to  the  American  Board  and 
Woman's  Board  from  the  living  for  five  years 
past  have  averaged  about  $530,525.  This 
sum  is  not  adequate  to  the  work.  There  is 
need  of  an  increase  from  the  churches  of  at 
least  ten  cents  per  member,  or  about  $65,000. 

Receipts  from  legacies  are  uncertain. 
Their  variations  have  alone  been  the  cause 
of  debt.  The  Twentieth  Century  Fund  of 
$250,000,  proposed  by  President  Capen,  is 
designed  to  equalize  the  receipts  from  this 
source,  and  thus  be  made  to  yield  a  steady 
income  from  year  to  year. 


The  special  representative  of  the  Forward 
Movement,  Mr.  Luther  D.  Wishard,  is  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  associating  churches  and 
individuals  with  missionaries  on  the  field,  or 
with  special  work,  thus  enlarging  interest  and 
gifts. 

The  standard  of  giving  to  the  Board  by 
Sunday-schools  is  increasing.  This  field 
needs  to  be  zealously  cultivated,  not  only  for 
present  gain,  but  for  the  future,  when  the 
children  of  to-day  will  be  the  leaders  in  the 
churches. 

HOW  THE  MONEY  IS  SPENT. 

A  careful  analysis  of  receipts  and  expend- 
itures of  the  last  fiscal  year  shows  that  of  the 
total  receipts,  92^-  per  cent  has  gone  directly 
to  the  missions ;  the  cost  of  the  secretarial 
and  treasury  departments  has  been  4  per 
cent;  of  agencies,  2^-  percent ;  and  of  pub- 
lications of  all  kinds,  1^-  per  cent  of  the 
receipts.  The  friends  of  the  Board  will 
realize  the  importance  of  our  publications 
and  our  agencies,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
careful  administration  of  interests  which 
reach  to  so  many  lands,  and  will  not  begrudge 
this  small  percentage  of  cost,  which  amounts 
in  all  to  7t6q  per  cent. 

MISSIONARY  INTELLIGENCE. 

First  of  all  as  a  source  of  information  is 
the    Missionary    Herald,   which    has    been 


greatly  improved  the  present  year,  more  fully 
illustrated,  yet  reduced  in  price.  It  is  the 
best  repository  in  the  land  of  missionary 
information. 

The  American  Board  Almanac  of  Mis- 
sions for  1 90 1  is  packed  full  of  facts  respect- 
ing the  work  of  our  own  and  other  missionary 
organizations. 

The  Mission  Day  spring  is  a  bright  paper 
for  the  children. 

The  Woman's  Boards  present  their  work  in 
a  very  attractive  form  in  Life  and  Light  and 
Mission  Studies. 

Sketches  of  the  various  missions,  maps, 
leaflets,  and  tracts  in  large  variety  can  be 
obtained  at  the  rooms  of  the  American 
Board,  Congregational  House,  Boston ;  4th 
Avenue  and  22d  Street,  New  York;  and  153 
La  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  111.  Donations 
should  be  sent  to  Frank  H.  Wiggin,  Treasurer, 
Congregational  House,  Boston. 

"JFmlg  gf  fjaije  receitreti,  freelg  gibe." — Matt.  10 :8. 


SPECIAL  FACTS  FOR  THE  YEAR 
i900. 

When,  eighteen  years  ago,  Rev.  Dr.  Tru- 
man M.  Post,  of  St.  Louis,  used  these  words, 
"  The  Providence  of  God  seems  pressing  the 
vote  of  emergency  on  the  Parliament  of  the 
Christian  world,"  he  was  doubtless  speaking 
of  his  own  experience  at  that  time.  In  the 
history  and  work  of  the  American  Board 
every  year  brings  its  problems  which  are 
emergent.  This  last  year  is  like  many  others 
in  recent  experience. 

ON  THE  HOME  SIDE, 

During  the  year  just  gone,  about  forty 
new  missionaries  have  been  sent  to  their  re- 
spective fields  of  labor.  Distributed  among 
fourteen  of  the  twenty  missions,  they  have 
carried  good  wishes,  and  received  hearty 
welcomes.  There  is  need  just  now  of  a  few 
picked  men  who  will  take  important  posts 
which  are  now  vacant.  Also  during  the  year 
about  the  same  number  of  missionaries  have 
returned  to  their  fields  after  a  deserved  fur- 
lough in  the  home  land. 

The  Missionary  Herald  is  still  the  impor- 
tant publication  of  the  Board,  and  deserves 
the  largest  support,  not  merely  for  the  sake 
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of  the  cause  it  represents,  but  for  its  real 
worth  as  an  informing  agency.  With  this  we 
have  the  Life  and  Light  and  Mission  Studies, 
published  by  the  Woman's  Boards,  and  the 
Dayspring  for  children. 

FINANCE. 

This  is  always  a  perplexing  problem,  and 
it  is  not  our  expectation  that  the  difficulties 
will  disappear  until  the  highest  motives  and 
principles  of  giving  control  the  individual 
members  of  each  church. 

There  were  last  year  3,600  contributing 
and  2,004  non-contributing  churches. 

The  Congregational  churches  of  the  United  States 
number  5,604.  Not  far  from  1,200  are  without  regu- 
lar pastoral  supplies,  or,  as  we  may  say,  are  "  vacant." 
It  is  probable  that  1,800  of  these  churches  have,  on 
an  average,  a  membership  of  less  than  twenty-five 
persons.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  the  number  of 
churches  which  give  to  their  pastors  entirely  inadequate 
support,  thus  rendering  collections  more  difficult.  We 
give  our  meed  of  praise  to  the  many  pastors  who, 
nevertheless,  have  an  offering  for  Foreign  Missions, 
and  call  upon  their  people  to  follow  them. 

There  are  about  5,600  Sunday-schools 
from  which  we  should  expect  offerings.  Of 
these  1,246  made  offerings,  a  gain  of  about 
78  per  cent  over  the  previous  year. 

There  are  3,696  Congregational  Endeavor 
Societies.     Of  these  1,537  made  offerings,  as 
such,  to  the  Board's  treasury. 
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It  is  still  the  problem  for  us  to  secure  an 
annual  offering  from  every  church,  school, 
and  society,  and  each  of  the  members. 

The  Twentieth  Century  Fund  is  now  a 
vital  question  to  which  the  President  and 
friends  of  the  Board  are  giving  their  hearty 
attention. 

The  plan  is  a  bold  one,  but  in  every  respect  fea- 
sible and  wise,  namely,  to  raise  a  fund  of  $250,000 
from  those  who  are  able  to  give  an  extra  offering 
which  will  in  no  particular  conflict  with  the  regular 
income  of  the  Board.  It  is  designed  to  secure  this 
fund  mostly  in  large  sums  or  shares,  and  not  through 
church  contributions,  which  would  surely  affect  regular 
receipts.  The  plan  outlines  the  service  such  a  fund 
will  render  in  equalizing  receipts  in  the  legacy  column 
from  year  to  year. 

These  stirring  words  from  the  pen  of  Rev. 
Dan  F.  Bradley  were  given  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  St.  Louis  :  — 

The  year  just  closed  has  taken  from  the  ranks  of 
the  Board's  leaders  and  laborers  an  unprecedented 
number  of  splendid  men,  —  Storrs  has  gone  —  Hamlin 
has  gone  —  Behrends  has  gone,  —  and  the  wrath  of 
man  has  brought  to  us  the  sadness  and  the  glory  of 
adding  no  unworthy  contingent  to  the  noble  army 
of  martyrs  who  praise  God.  The  old  order  changeth. 
In  ten  years  the  Board  has  practically  transferred  its 
personnel  in  the  administration  of  its  affairs.  But 
God  still  fulfills  himself,  and  the  faith  and  devotion  of 
the  fathers  will  not  fail  in  their  children,  and  we  con- 
fidently believe  that  when  they  appreciate  the  facts 
here  set  forth  in  the  thrilling  story  of  our  missionaries, 


not  one  of  our  churches  or  pastors  will  be  disobedient 
to  the  heavenly  vision. 


THE  FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 

At  this  point  we  touch  the  missions  and 
their  work.  In  twenty  important  fields, 
amidst  vast  populations  in  most  cases,  we 
have  a  work,  God-given  and  divinely  guided. 
A  few  words  cannot  give  a  review ;  we  can 
only  hint  at  the  successes  of  the  year  or  the 
disasters.  From  the  pen  of  Rev.  DeWitt 
S.  Clark,  d.d.,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  we  have 
these  words  :  — 

In  reading  the  reports  of  these  several  missions,  we 
are  impressed  with  and  bear  glad  witness  to  the  abil- 
ity and  fidelity  of  their  administration.  Intricate  and 
troublesome  questions  ever  rising  because  of  war, 
famine,  pestilence,  racial  prejudices,  rival  organizations, 
personal  misunderstandings,  limited  funds,  —  these 
seem  to  have  been  wisely  and  happily  adjusted.  The 
Board  may  look  forward  with  renewed  hope  to  larger 
and  more  auspicious  accomplishments  in  the  coming 
year. 

In  the  same  connection  we  have  similar 
words  from  Rev.  J.  F.  Loba,  d.d.,  Evanston, 
111.:  — 

The  one  striking  feature  of  this  review  of  the 
year's  work  of  the  Board,  during  a  period  that  has 
been  marked  by  plague,  famine,  the  limits  imposed  by 
recent  retrenchments,  and  the  dire  destitution  conse- 
quent upon  persecution  and  rapine,  is  its  one  domi- 
nant note  of  encouragement,  hope,  and  good  cheer. 
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The  three  missions  of  the  Board  in  Papal 
Lands  furnish  as  much  to  cheer  and  inspire 
as  do  any  of  the  missions.  At  the  present 
time  2,388  are  enrolled  in  the  Protestant 
church. 

The  ministrations  of  the  Protestant  churches,  and 
what  Protestantism  stands  for, —  the  wide  distribution 
of  the  Scriptures  in  the  language  of  the  people;  the 
instruction  imparted  in  the  schools;  the  mingling  of 
the  over  two  thousand  enlightened  educated  Protes- 
tants scattered  in  hundreds  of  cities,  towns,  and 
hamlets;  the  wide  circulation  of  a  Christian  literature 
which  is  eagerly  sought  and  read,  —  all  these  and  more 
are  the  forces  at  work  in  these  three  missions,  Austria, 
Spain  and  Mexico,  leavening  the  entire  lump  for 
Christ. 

The  Turkish  Missions  are  rapidly  recover- 
ing from  the  assaults  of  five  years  ago,  when 
to  many  their  end  seemed  at  hand.  The 
enlargement  of  the  Protestant  communities, 
the  prosperity  of  the  mission  schools,  as  well 
as  the  awakened  life  of  the  old  Gregorian 
church,  are  tokens  of  success  which  are 
cheering. 

The  world's  attention  has  been  directed  to 
Africa  the  past  year.  The  work  of  the 
Board  has  been  but  slightly  affected  by  the 
war  in  the  Transvaal.  The  results  of  the  war 
will  be  to  enlarge  greatly  the  opportunity  in 
accessible  fields.  The  call  for  enlargement, 
for  evangelists,  is  already  at  hand.  Industrial 
work  is  the  special  need  of  the  East  African 
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Mission,  and  is  meeting  with  some  success. 
In  West  Africa,  through  industrial  aid  and  by 
careful  training,  self-support  is  the  rule  as 
relates  to  churches  and  schools. 

In  a  like  manner,  but  for  a  different  reason, 
India  has  been  before  the  world.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  famine  and  plague  of  previous 
years  has  been  joined  another  severe  famine, 
with  terrors  intensified  because  of  previous 
sorrows.  The  missionaries  have  been  mes- 
sengers of  mercy,  and  the  love  of  God  shown 
through  them  has  been  an  attractive  lesson 
to  the  people.  Every  dollar  of  the  thousands 
which  have  gone  from  America  has  been  a 
message  of  love ;  the  sordid  dollar  has  taken 
on  a  soul  and  become  a  minister. 

It  is- a  crucial  time  for  Christian  work  in  India. 
The  gods  of  the  Hindus  have  failed  in  the  hour 
of  their  greatest  need,  and  the  Christian's  God  has 
led  his  people  —  strangers  in  other  lands  —  to  minister 
to  their  distresses. 

In  a  supreme  and  overpowering  sense, 
China  has  been  before  the  nations,  —  its 
course  inexplicable  and  heartrending;  its 
needs  crying  out  to  the  Lord  God  of  Hosts. 
God's  providence  we  cannot  understand,  but 
he  has  a  purpose  for  the  saving  of  China. 
The  appeal  of  the  Board  from  the  graves  of 
China's  martyred  missionaries  and  native 
Christians,  its  own  destroyed  work,  and  from 
its  missionaries  still  at  their  posts,  to  recover 


what  they  can  as  soon  as  they  can,  is  the 
strongest  appeal  of  the  century. 

The  work  of  the  Christian  religion  in 
Japan  has  been  peculiarly  among  the  upper 
classes.  Hence  its  influence  in  schools,  and 
in  the  affairs  of  state.  It  is  the  study  of 
missionaries  now  to  reach  also  the  lower 
classes  with  the  message  of  the  gospel.  The 
ways  are  opened  for  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel  in  this  new  empire,  and  the  need  of 
more  missionaries,  and  especially  native 
preachers,  is  increasing. 

The  Islands  of  the  Sea  are  always  of  inter- 
est. Ponape  has  been  reopened  by  one 
family  and  two  single  ladies.  Guam  has  been 
opened  for  the  first  time  as  a  station  of  the 
Board,  by  one  family  and  a  single  woman. 
Reinforcements  have  been  sent  to  Ruk,  and 
more  are  needed.  The  Board  will  explore 
the  islands  to  the  west  for  another   station. 

It  was  an  inspiring  lesson  of  the  value  of 
missions  when  Hon.  Peter  C.  Jones,*of  Hono- 
lulu, stood  on  the  platform  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  and  handed  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
Board  $9,000  for  the  Twentieth  Century 
Fund,  and  pledged  $3,000  more  for  the  cur- 
rent work.  This  money  was  from  the  chil- 
dren, grandchildren,  and  great-grandchildren 
of  the  original  missionaries. 

We  review  some  of  the  facts  of  the  year  in 
these  encouraging  words  from  the  Annual 
Survey  :  — 
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There  has  been  an  addition  of  native  laborers 
from  3,155,  reported  one  year  ago,  to  3,472,  at  the 
present  time.  The  495  churehes  added  to  their 
number,  upon  confession  of  their  faith,  4,523  new 
members,  an  average  of  over  nine  to  each  church,  and 
an  increase  of  over  nine  per  cent  for  the  year.  The 
number  of  pupils  under  Christian  instruction  in 
mission  schools  has  increased  over  700,  making  a 
present  total  of  59,475.  The  most  marked,  and  upon 
the  whole,  the  most  encouraging  advance  reported 
this  year  is  that  made  in  the  contributions  of  the 
native  Christians  for  the  support  of  their  own  Chris- 
tian and  educational  work,  and  for  the  carrying  on  of 
independent  mission  enterprises.  It  must  also  be 
remembered  that  in  all  of  these  countries  a  day's 
wage  hardly  averages  twenty  cents.  The  51,699 
church  members  gave  last  year  for  Christian  and  edu- 
cational work  $156,642,  an  increase  of  more  than 
$20,000  over  the  amount  reported  one  year  ago,  or  an 
average  of  over  $3  per  member,  including  women  and 
children.  It  is  an  average  of  the  proceeds  of  not 
less  than  fifteen  days'  labor  of  an  adult  man  for  every 
member  of  the  church. 


